CHAPTEE V

THE   PROBLEM   OF  TRUTH  AND  EBBOE

IT has been shown in the last chapter how urgent
has become the problem of discriminating between
the true and false among relative ' truths.' For
absolute truth has become a chimera, self-evidence
an illusion, and intuition untrustworthy. All three
are psychologically very real to those who believe
in them, but logically they succumb to the assaults
of a scepticism which infers from the fact that no
' truths "* are absolute that all may reasonably be
overthrown.

The only obstacle to its triumph lies in the
existence of * relative' truths which are not absolute,
and do not claim to be, and in the unexarnined
possibility that in a relativist interpretation of all
truth a meaning may be found for the distinction
between 'true1 and 'false.' Now, not even a
sceptic could deny that the size of an object is
better measured by a yard-measure than by the eye,
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